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An account of the establishment of the Aztec empire in Mexico and of the terrible battle between the

Aztecs and the Spaniards known as the Sad Night.
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I will say first of all that this is a bloody and somewhat gruesome story in parts. But war is bloody

and gruesome. It was appropriate for my six year old boy. This was an interesting story (with

fabulous pictures) that even teaches how the picture on the Mexican flag came about. I learned

something by reading it and it fueled my son's interest in the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas.

This historically accurate story of the end of the Aztec Empire in Mexico is well written and

engrossing. The history it contains is better suited for oder children, but the format is engaging for

younger readers. It's the kind of book that made this adult reader want to learn more about the

Aztec and Hernan Cortes!

I ordered a series of books on central and south American cultures for my 7th graders to use as

quick references on a Latin American Cultures Historical Fiction project. What a fantastic and

retelling! The illustrations are intricate and the students listened attentively as I read this aloud in

class. Excellent book!



Review from a 10 year old Student: The sad night is a picture book about how the Spanish invaded

the Aztec empire. It starts out with the Aztecs looking for a place with an eagle on a cactus with a

rattlesnake in its beak to build an empire then it skips ahead to Hernan CortÃ©s's arrival in Mexico.

It talks about most of the details from how the Aztecs thought that he was a god to when he came

back and conquered them. It also has pictures similar to what the Aztecs would have put in their

books or codices. If you are a kid who is interested in the Aztecs or the Spanish then this is

definitely a book you want to read.

I have used this book to teach intermediate grades about the Aztecs and it has been a surprising

favorite of my students for years. The rich illustrations add to the story and enhance the historical

elements of the book. This one is not to be missed!
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